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urban  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  of  OTTSRY  ST.  JIARY 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Ottery  Saint  Mary  Urban  District  Council. 


I  beg  to  present  to  you  a  statement  of  the  Public  Health 


of  your  District  for  the  year  1957* 

Vital  Statistics. 


Live  Births  ...  52 . 

Still  Births  . ..  2. 

Boys  . . .  28. 

G-irls  . . .  24. 


There  were  2  illegitimate  births. 

Deaths . 

In  our  own  district  (including  transferable 


to  other  districts  8) 

Transferable  from  other  districts  10. 

Males  ...  19. 
Females  ..  17. 

Of  these  deaths 


1  had  reached  the  age  of  90  years  and  upward. 

12  had  reached  the  age  of  80  years  and  upward. 

15  had  reached  the  age  of  70  years  and  upward. 

Three  children  died  at  the  age  of  2  days,  7  days  and  13  days. 

There  were  three  deaths  from  Cancer,  none  from  Tuberculosis 
and  no  case  of  suicide. 


Hospital. 

The  following  details  have  been  given  by  the  Ottery 
Saint  Mary  District  Cottage  Hospital,  viz:- 

Bed  Complement  23 

Admissions  226 

Discharges  and  Deaths  207 

Out  Patients  747 

Outpatients  attendance  1,109 

Operations  60 

Minor  operations  28 

Physiotherapy  Department.  During  the  year  215  new 
patients  attended , making  the  total  attendance  3,374. 

Maternity  and  Child  _  We  If  are . 

The  Infant  Welfare  Centre  is  open  every  Thursday  e:.  cept 
during  holiday  periods.  During  this  year  it  was  open  24  times. 

On  the  roll  there  are  107  children,  and  the  number  of 
Mothers  attending  the  Centre  was  77. 

Number  of  children  registered  during  1957  -  58.  Children 
under  1  year  28;  1-2  years  10. 

Number  of  children  attending  centre  on  Deceober3lst  1957  - 
103.  Children  under  1  year  23;  1-5  years  80. 

Total  number  of  attendances  made  during  1957  -  742 

Infants  (under  1  year)  307. 

Toddlers  (l-5  years)  435. 
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Prevalence and  Treatment ^of  Infectious  Diseases. 

I  received  the  following  notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases 
during  the  year,  viz:- 


Measles  19 
Tuberculosis  2 
Poliomyelitis  (N.P.)  1 
Scarlet  Fever  1 
Whooping  Cough  14 
Meningitis  0 
Dysentery  0 
Erysipelas  2 
Paratyphoid  "B15  0 
Typhoid  Murium  0 


I  have  received  no  records  of  Venereal  Diseases.  The  nearest 
centre  for  treatment  is  at  Exeter,  and  presumably,  any  cases  that 
occur  in  this  district  go  to  Exeter  direct  for  treatment,  and  do  not 
come  under  my  notice. 

Natiogial  Health  Service  Act  1 946., 

The  local  Medical  Practitioners  continue  to  work  well  with  the 

District  Nurses  in  the  Area,  and  jointly  are  responsible  for  the 

treatment  and  welfare  of  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers.  Difficult 

cases  are  still  transferred  to  the  Specialist  services  at  'the  Roj^al 

Devon  and  Exeter  Hospital,  and  in  emergencies  the  Specialists  continue 

to  come  to  the  district  to  visit  and  give  their  help.  Young  children 

up  to  5  years  of  age  have  the  services  of  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre, 

and  are  visited  by  the  Health  Visitor  when  necessary.  Older  children 

attending  school  are  catered  for  by  the  School  Medical  Services. 

National  Assistance  _Aot^  J  948... 

Section  47.  No  action  has  been  necessary  under  this  section  during 
the  year. 

Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks. 

There  have  been  no  outbreaks  during  the  yean. 

Water  Supply. 

Further  extensions  and  improvements  to  the  mains  water  supply 
to  the  town  area  and  to  the  outlying  parts  of  the  Urban  District  were 
effected  by  the  East  Devon  Water  Board  during  the  year.  The  intermediate 
level  reservoir  was  completed  and  connected  up.  This  had  the  effect  of 
increasing  the  pressure  and  improving  the  supply  to  premises  situate  in 
the  higher  parts  of  the  town  and  in  the  outlying  regions.  Owing  to  the 
increased  pressure  severa.1  mains  in  the  town  area  we  re  fuactured  and 
service  pipes  had  to  be  renewed.  High  pressure  ball  valves  had  also  to  be 
fitted.  It  is  understood  that  the  new  borehole  situa.te  at  G-reatwell 
near  to  the  original  bore  has  proved  entirely  satisfactory  both  in 
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quality  and  quantity.  It  is  expected  that  the  Board*  s  main  vd.ll  be 
extended  to  the  West  Hill  area  during  1933  and  this  should  relieve  the 
unsatisfactory  supply  position  in  that  part  of  the  district. 

Bacteriological  lamination . 

Thirteen  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  Bacteriological 
Examination  from  the  main  supply  of  the  East  Devon  Water  Board.  Twelve 
samples  were  reported  as  being  of  Class  I  quality,  and  the  other  of 
Class  II. 

Of  the  seventeen  samples  of  water  taken  from  private  well 
supplies  six  were  reported  as  being  unsatisfactory  and  in  each  case 
remedial  measures  were  taken;  the  well  supplies  were  subsequently 
reported  as  being  satisfactory  or  alternatively  main  w ater  was  connected 
to  the  dwelling  house  concerned. 

Work  on  the  construction  of  the  new  sewage  disposal  works  for 
the  town  area  made  satisfactory  progress  during  the  year,  and  the  whole 
of  the  contract  was  completed  in  18  months;  the  time  schedule  stated. 

The  works  were  connected  up  in  August  and  became  fully  operative  in 
October.  Since  that  date,  apart  from  minor  teething  troubles,  the 
sewage  disposal  system  has  worked  satisfactorily. 

Work  was  also  well  advanced  on  the  extension  of  the  sewer  and 
the  construction  of  the  Ejector  Station  to  accommodate  the  King*s 
Grammar  School,  which  is  situate  to  the  west  of  the  town  area. 

The  Sewerage  Scheme  prepared  by  the  Council^  Consulting 
Engineers,  Messrs.  Lemon  and  Blizard,  for  the  village  of  Tipton  St.John 
was  the  subject  of  an  informal  inquiry  in  November  by  H.S.Tricker,Esq. , 
Engineering  Inspector  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 
Unsatisfactory  sewage  disposal  arrangements  in  the  village  would 
indicate  that  a.  start  on  the  scheme  should  be  made  as  soon  as  possible. 

Refuse  Disposal 

Following  the  purchase  by  the  Council  in  October  of  a  new 
Refuse  Collection  Vehicle  an  improved  collection  service  was  inaugurated 
in  both  the  town  and  country  areas.  This  properly  constructed  refuse 
collector  is  a  decided  improvement  upon  the  open  type  lorries  previously 
used  for  the  collection  of  refuse.  The  disposal  arrangements  by 
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controlled  tipping  at  the  Refuse  Tip,  situate  near  the  Brickworks  at 


Chineway,  continued  to  he  satisfactory. 


Inspection  of  Factories  and  Workshops 
Factories  Acts  1937  -and  1948. 


Factories  in  which  Sections  1,2,3, 
4  and  6  are  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

Factories  not  included  in  above 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
Local  Authority, 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  Local  Authority 
Building  Sites  &c. 

Totals 

Defects  found  and  remedied: - 

Want  of  Cleanliness 


Nov  _on 
Register , 


19 

14 

8 

41 


No,  of 


No.  of 
;ions .Notices, 


58 

54 

32 

m 


Unsuitable  or  Defective  Sanitary  Conveniences 

Total 


4 


Housing. 

wnrr«Tr»-l 


Number  of  New  Dwellings  erected: 


By  Local  Authority  Nil 

By  other  bodies  or  persons  6 

Total 


Food  &  Drugs  Act  1938  -  1 955  • 

Meat  Inspection . 

Carcases^  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned 
in  whole  or  in  part,. 


Number  slaughtered. 

Number  inspected. 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci. 

i  t  • 

Whole  carcases  condemned# 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
of  organ  was  condemned. 


Cattle .  Cbws,  _C adve s , 

*189  -  125  J 

38l  -  121 


1 


56 


Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci.  14.69 fo  -  .826$ 

Tuberculosis  only . 

Whole  carcases  condemned,  -  _  .. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

of  organ  was  condemned.  2  - 

Perc ent a,ge  of  the  number 
inspected  aFfected  with 

Tuberculosis.  .52^o  - 


Cysticercosis. 


NIL. 


Sheep 

and 

Lambs, 

^692 

674 


4  1 

83  47 


27 


3.48^ 
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Condemnations : - 

Beef  (including  Offal). 

Veal. 

Mutton  &  Lamb. 

Pork. 

Tinned  Meats. 

Miscellaneous  (tinned  fruits  &c) 


751  lbs.  weight. 
45 
671 
534 
33i 
39 


Total 


Slaughterhouses. 

Almost  100^  inspection  of  animals  slaughtered  at  the  three 
licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  Urban  District  was  carried  out  during 
the  year.  No  inspection  of  animals  is  carried  out  during  the  Public 
Health  Inspector’s  Annual  Leave. 

Visits  paid  to  Butchers’  Shops,  Bakehouses,  Hotels  and 
Cafes  and  other  food  preparing  establishments  confirmed  the  steady 
improvement  in  general  hygiene  conditions  noted  during  the  previous 
year.  The  general  cleanliness  of  the  premises,  and  the  personnel 
enga.ged  in  the  food  shops  was  considered  satisfactory. 

I  am,  Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(signed)  R.  R.  TRAILL. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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